Our Mission:
“To protect the land and water of Defiance County by bamghnovative
leader, assisting and educating the public to make the befeshfor
conserving and preserving our natural resources.”

Our Vision:
“To build on a tradition of conservation excellence &mmeet the natur
resources challenges of the future.”

Grass Waterways

2008 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DEFIANCE SOIL
AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

06879 Evansport Road * Suite C, Defiance, Ohid3512
Phone: 419-782-8751 * Fax: 419-782-1791 * Email: swcd@defiance-county.com

District Personnel

The Defiance Soil and Water Conservation QisBbard and Staff are
pleased to present to you the District's 2008 Annual Report.

The Defiance Soil and Water Conservation Distries organized in
March, 1949, in accordance with the Ohio Soil Conservaitin The act
provided for the creation of a legal subdivision of thaté of Ohio,
known as “Soil Conservation Districts”.

The Defiance District was established and presepiyates under the
provisions of the Ohio Revised Code, Chapter 1515. The [Refian
District was the 76th to be formed in the State of Ohio

The Defiance SWCD programs are governed by artedlelsoard
known as theéBoard of Supervisors.The owners and occupants of land
within the county duly elect them. At least one Supervisoelected
annually at theDistrict's Annual Meetingand serves a three-year term
without pay. The Supervisors are responsible for det@rgipriorities
and developing a local program to carryout a strong soil \aatér
conservation program for Defiance County.

District programs are developed cooperatively with Netural
Resources Conservation Servicearm Service AgencyOhio State
University Extension Servicend theDefiance County Commissioners
Additional programming assistance is received fromQhé Federation
of Soil and Water Conservation Districts

2009 Board of Supervisors are (from left) Gary Mavis, D
Vetter, Keith Schroeder, Louis Shininger and Mike Zeedyk, T

Jeff Ankney, District Administrator
Terri Agler, Administrative Assistant
Mike Boff, District Technician
Chad Hall, District Technician
Deb Mosier, District Technician
Ben Gerken, District Technician
Jason Roehrig, WLEB Conservationist
Jen English, Urban Storm Water Technician
Bill Grimes, Education Specialist (P/T)
Kevin Hancock, Ditch Maintenance Administrator
Ed Walters, Ditch Maintenance Technician
Dave Sines, Ditch Maintenance Technician (P/T)

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Steve Snyder, District Conservationist
Lori Shank, Soil Conservationist

2009 Board of Supervisors
Keith Schroeder, Chairperson (Legislation Commi@bairperson)
Mike Zeedyk, Vice-Chairperson (Program Committee Chesiqug
Gary Mavis, Secretary (Organizational Committee Chasiquer
Dan Vetter, Fiscal Agent (Finance Committee Chaiigers

We look forward to working with you in 2009.

CONSERVATION PRACTICES IN 2008

Louis Shininger, Publicity/Education (Education Committeeileason)

EDUCATION

CREP totals since 2000
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
834 Contracts 3,648.4 Acres

* 13.8 acres Grass Recharge Area

2,633.0 acres Filter Strips

Conservation Projects
36 Engineering Plans

9 Grass Waterways -13,120 feet
12 Erosion Control Structures
7 Wetland Ponds
6 Controlled Drainage Structures
2 Tile / Surface Drain Plans
89 Building Site Reviews
3 Conservation Works of Improvements
* Bee Tree Run
* Hoschak Tile
* Black Ditch
* Currently working on Kinner Ditch,
Colwell Ditch, Krause Ditch, Stover Ditch and North .
Gordon Creek

* 388.6 acres Riparian Forest Buffers

*
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348.1 acres Wetland Restoration

*

249.8 acres Field Windbreaks

* 9.5 acres Hardwood Tree Planting

*

2.2 acres Wildlife Habitat

3.4 acres Marginal Pasture Planting

District Equipment for Rent
Brillion Grass Seeder

* 69 acres - 6 cooperators
Truax No-Till Drill

* 248 acres - 26 cooperators
Tree Planters

* 6,600 trees - 6 cooperators
Straw Mulcher

* 12 cooperators

Federal Programs

Link Deposits

* 14 cooperators - $624,627.00

EQIP

* 5 cooperators - $81,354.00

WRP

* 1 cooperator - 34 acres

CSP

* 39 contracts - $465,145.00 annual payments for 10

The Defiance Soil and Water Conservation Districtammitted to educating students, teachers and landownerg
the conservation of our natural resources. Our educatiogram has been able to reach over 7,447 students
nearly 1,457 adults, with a variety of programs including s8ovation Camp, Black Swamp Teacher Workshop
well as in the classroom activities. The Soil andéNaffice helps the educators by providing material arsbles
that correspond with the state science model for eaatedevel.

Our 6th grade school tour held annually at Auglaizkage hosted over 250 students from Tinora, Fairvie
Ayersville and Defiance Catholic. Students learned abatibus topics such as Forestry, Wildlife, Water €ycl
Raptor Identification, Flint Knapping and Forestry / Tieentification, while at the same time participating i
hands-on activities designed to further their undeditgrof the world around them.

A special thanks goes out to all who made this pastsyedra success.
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DITCH MAINTENANCE

IN APPRECIATION

In December of 1989, the Defiance County Commissioaedsthe Defiance County Engineer entered into
agreement with the Board of Supervisors to manage andtepbe Defiance County Ditch Maintenance Program
required by the O.R.C. Since that time there have 68émprovements added to the program. Currently, we h:
191 improvements under maintenance, totaling 335 miles. @iher®l Water office also has 17 petitions for nej
Conservation Works of Improvement projects .

* 17.2 miles bottom cleaned

* 144 miles brush and cattail control

* 2,449 ton of rock for bank protection and erosion cont
* 1,387 pounds grass seed and fertilizer

* 34 improvements repaired

* 450 feet tile/pipe replaced

* Leaning tree & logjam removals

The Defiance County Ditch Maintenance Departm
treats drainage improvements as vital infrastructure
Northwest Ohio.  Agricultural producers and ru
landowners in Northwest Ohio have been concerned
the need to dispose of excess water. For agricul
producers, excess water means delays in plant
replanting, soil compaction, reduced yields and dela
harvesting. For homeowners in the urban area, e
water can mean damage due to flooding of dwellings
property.
The cost of new construction or the reconstructidndrainage improvements greatly exceeds the cost

maintaining the improvement once construction is cotegle That is why, once a project is constructed, thenGo
Commissioners are required by law to place the improvermeder the Defiance County Ditch Maintenang

fn

program.
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The Defiance Soil and Water Conservation Districai8ioof Supervisors would like to thank the following fo!
their cooperation in making 2008 a very successful yeaeir Thoperation has enabled us to achieve our goals.

Defiance County Commissioners and Staff

Ohio Department of Natural Resources (State and Area)

Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission

Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Dittric

Natural Resources Conservation Service (State, Arb&iald Office Personnel)
US and Ohio Environmental Protection Agencies

Defiance County Engineer and Staff

Adams, Delaware, Defiance, Hicksville, Highland, Noblark Milford,
Richland, Tiffin, Washington Township Trustees

Defiance County Auditor and Staff

Defiance County Health Department

Defiance County Farm Service Agency

OSU Extension Service (State, District and County)

Maumee Valley Planning Office

Maumee Valley RC&D

Tom Collins, Service Forester

Defiance County Game Protector

Ohio Department of Agriculture

Rural Economics and Development Service

Maumee Watershed Conservancy District

The Crescent News, Defiance

The News Tribune, Hicksville

Farmland News, Archbold

WZOM Radio, Defiance - WDFM Radio Defiance - WNDapoleon.
All the Affiliate Members, past and present

The Defiance Soil and Water Conservation District e US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibit disdriation in all their programs and activities on the $asirace, color, national origin, sex, religiogeadisability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familgtes. The USDA and Defiance SWCD are equal opportunitygeosiand employers.

Serving Defiance County since 1949
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