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Farm Fair 2010 
 The Tinora Young Farmers and the Defiance 

SWCD recently co-hosted the annual Farm Fair 

at the Northtowne Mall in Defiance, Friday 

through Sunday, January 15th, 16th and 17th.   
 

 Numerous activities and exhibitors were 

present throughout the weekend, including  

musical entertainment by Bridget Willeman, face 

painting by the Chuckleberry Clowns, comedian 

and juggler Matt Jergens, polka music by Ted 

Lange and Mollie B. and music by the Fulton 

County Bluegrass Bandð plus the Pedal Pull in 

which numerous youngsters participated. 
 

 In addition to the entertainment and activities, many new and antique tractors were 

on display throughout the mall.  We would like to thank all those who sponsored, 

participated and attended this yearôs event.  We look forward to seeing everyone at 

next yearôs event. 

The Fulton County Bluegrass Band 

performing on Sunday, January 

17th. 

 Incumbent Gary Mavis and past 

Supervisor Tom Beck were sworn into 

office by Defiance County Commissioner 

Jim Harris on January 19, 2010.   
 

 Elected to a three-year term, Gary and 

Tom join Board Members Keith 

Schroeder, Louis Shininger and Dan 

Vetter in directing the Defiance SWCDôs 

natural resource conservation programs. 
 

 All five Defiance SWCD Supervisors 

joined conservation leaders from Ohioôs 

88 SWCDs, the Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources, USDA Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 

Ohio State University Extension, the National Association of Conservation 

Districts and various conservation partners in Columbus during the Ohio 

Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districtôs 67th Annual Meeting. 
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From left to right:  Gary Mavis and 

Tom Beck are sworn into Board of 

Supervisorôs positions by Defiance 

County Commissioner, Jim Harris. 
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District Hosts Photo and Poster Contests  

 Defiance County students in grades K-12 are encouraged to submit original photographs that depict natural 

resource related aspects of Defiance County in the categories of conservation, education, trees and plants, 

wildlife and landscapes.  Entries are due by close of business Wednesday, March 31, with awards presented to 

the first, second and third place participants in each category.  Please visit the SWCD website 

or stop by the office for additional photo contest guidelines. 
 

   In addition, the annual poster contest is underway for grades K-12 within Defiance County.  

This yearôs theme, ñConservation Habits = Healthy Habitatsò provides students the 

opportunity to express their understanding of natural resource conservation through artwork.  

Starting at the district level, winners will advance to state and potentially onto national 

judging. 

2010 Wetland Reserve Program 

 The 2010 Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) signup is currently underway.  A voluntary restoration 

program, WRP provides technical and financial assistance to restore and improve wetlands on private lands.  

In an effort to promote the copper belly water snake, Defiance County has been selected to permit land 

enrollment at a 10:1 ratio of adjacent non-cropland for every acre of qualifying restorable cropland. 

10-year (non-easement), 30-year easement and permanent easement options available. 

Easement payments up to $3,150 per acre for cropland, $2,000 per acre for pasture/hayland and 

$1,800 for woods/recreational land. 

100% of restoration cost covered by NRCS for permanent easement and 75% of restoration cost 

covered for 30-year easement. 

Applications for enrollment are due February 10, 2010.  Please contact Steve Snyder, NRCS District 

Conservationist, at (419) 782-8751 for more details or with questions you may have about the WRP program. 
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òConservation Newsó Goes Electronic 

 In an effort to reduce paper consumption and to reduce printing and mailing costs, the Defiance SWCD is 

offering subscribers the opportunity to have the quarterly newsletter, Conservation News, delivered in 

electronic format.  The newsletter will be sent to your e-mail box in a PDF file format that can be viewed on 

all computers (free Adobe Acrobat Reader software can be downloaded if not 

currently installed on your computer).   
 

 To subscribe to the electronic version, please fill out the form below with your 

name, desired delivery e-mail address, and for verification, your current mailing 

address as it is printed on this mailing.  You can also subscribe by sending an e-mail 

to jasonroehrig@defiance-county.com with the subject line ñSubscribe to E-

Newsletterò and including the above information within the e-mail.  Please contact 

the District with any questions you have about switching to this new format. 

 

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE CONSERVATION NEWS VIA E -MAIL.  PLEASE 

DISCONTINUE HARD COPY MAILINGS TO THE MAILING ADDRESS BELOW.  
 

NAME:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

MAILING ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________ 

Return to:  Defiance SWCD 

06879 Evansport Road, Suite C 

Defiance, OH  43512 
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Conservation OpportunitiesñLake Erie CREP Program 
 The Lake Erie Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) continues to offer incentive payments 

and cost sharing to producers throughout the county for the conversion of marginal and lower-yielding 

cropland into vegetative buffers and wetlands.  To date, nearly 4,000 acres have been enrolled in Defiance 

County alone.  CREP contracts are 15 years in length with the ability to extend selected practices to a 30-year 

contract.  Cost share of 50-90% is available for practice installation in addition to the bonuses listed in the 

table below.  If you have not looked into these programs, you will find numerous opportunities to help protect 

the resources on your cropland.  If you are currently enrolled, review the table below for additional practices 

that may be applicable to your farm.  Please contact Jason Roehrig for more details about CREP and other 

Farm Bill Programs at (419) 782-8751. 
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Congratulations! 

 The fall prize giveaway was awarded to Dorothy Schelling from rural Defiance.  

Dorothy received a hanging birdfeeder and a SWCD collapsible 

cooler for completing and sending in the Defiance SWCD 60th 

Anniversary word puzzle from the Fall Edition of Conservation 

News.  All completed puzzle responses were entered and a random 

winner was drawn.  We thank each of you for participating and 

wish you luck in our future contests! 
D o r o t h y  S c he l l i n g 

receiving  bird feeder and 

collapsible cooler. 


