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ffice
     A

s part of the G
reat B

lack Sw
am

p, D
efiance C

ounty w
as one of the later counties in

the state to be settled and organized. H
ow

ever, due to the county's four rivers (the
A

uglaize, the M
aum

ee, the T
iffin, and the St. Joe) D

efiance C
ounty is and has been a

transportation hub since prehistoric tim
es.

     T
he im

portance of the rivers as a m
eans of transportation helped shape local history.

T
he junction of the A

uglaize and M
aum

ee rivers w
as an im

portant center for N
ative

A
m

ericans as w
ell as for later settlers in the area. T

he Shaw
nee, O

ttaw
a, and M

iam
i

Indians often used this site for trading and councils. In fact, Pontiac, the great m
ilitary

leader of the O
ttaw

a tribe w
as born in this area, and m

any of the area tribes belonged to
T

ecum
seh's conspiracy. W

hen G
eneral A

nthony W
ayne m

oved into the area in the late
1700's to try to im

prove relations w
ith the Indians and resist B

ritish influence in the area,
he built a fort w

here the M
aum

ee and A
uglaize rivers m

et, nam
ed F

ort D
efiance. D

uring
the w

ar of 1812, another fort, nam
ed F

ort W
inchester, w

as built near this site as w
ell.

A
lthough neither fort rem

ains standing today, the sites w
here they once stood can be

visited. T
hey w

ere located on high ground overlooking the confluence of the tw
o rivers.

      In 1845, a system
 of canals w

as com
pleted w

hich connected D
efiance w

ith T
oledo,

C
incinnati, and F

ort W
ayne.  T

his provided transportation for area goods to outside
m

arkets and also helped in the draining of the local sw
am

pland. A
lthough the canals

began to be replaced by the railroad about ten years after their com
pletion, they had

strong im
pacts in D

efiance C
ounty. F

rom
 1850 to 1860, w

hen the canals in the county
w

ere boom
ing, the county's population doubled and m

uch of the county's farm
land began

to be drained and cleared. A
lthough the canals have been replaced by highw

ays and
railw

ays as the m
eans of transportation, m

any of the canal's features can still be seen
around D

efiance C
ounty.

      Prior to O
hio's statehood in 1803, the area w

hich is now
 D

efiance C
ounty w

as part of
W

ayne C
ounty; a county that extended across m

ost of the N
orthern part of the state.

W
hen O

hio becam
e a state, the D

efiance C
ounty area belonged to M

ontgom
ery C

ounty,
w

hich at that tim
e w

as a sixty-m
ile w

ide strip of land along O
hio's w

estern border, w
hich

extended from
 M

ichigan to K
entucky. A

pproxim
ately eleven years later, a reorganization

occurred and present day D
efiance C

ounty becam
e part of D

arke C
ounty, w

hich at that
tim

e extended north to the M
ichigan border. In 1820, m

ost of the surrounding counties
w

ere created. D
efiance C

ounty w
as created in M

arch of 1845 by an act of the O
hio

G
eneral A

ssem
bly from

 parts of W
illiam

s, H
enry and Paulding counties. T

he tow
nships

of M
ilford, F

arm
er, W

ashington, T
iffin, H

icksville, M
ark, D

elaw
are, N

oble, and the
northern half of D

efiance w
ere once part of W

illiam
s C

ounty, A
dam

s, R
ichland, and

H
ighland T

ow
nships w

ere once part of H
enry C

ounty, and the southern half of D
efiance

T
ow

nship w
as once part of Paulding C

ounty.
     T

he C
ity of D

efiance and other villages and com
m

unities in the county contain
businesses of varying sizes and types, but m

ost of the county is flat or gently rolling
farm

land.
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